[image: image1.jpg]Penrith Chamber
de & C

ommerce



        [image: image2.jpg]AQAAKCO

knoew Aoeo




Penrith Chamber of Trade and Commerce want to showcase businesses and recognise the huge commitment that they have shown to the development and economy of the local area.  The “Stars of Business” Awards ceremony will take place at the Chamber’s Annual Dinner and will recognise the outstanding work done by all members of the business community.

The benefits of being shortlisted or winning the Penrith Chamber of Trade “Stars of Business” Awards is extensive in terms of business profile, publicity and in generating direct business and customer confidence.

Who can enter?

· Any business in the local area (within a 5 mile radius of Penrith) or one who operates a business in and around Penrith can apply to the Penrith Chamber of Trade and Commerce “Stars of Business” Business Awards.

· Businesses do not need to be a member of the Chamber of Trade

· Members of the Executive Committee who have businesses may apply for the awards, but will not be allowed to take part in the judging process.

Judging:

· Judging is based on evaluations of the written applications and evidence submitted.

· A shortlist of entrants is selected from the written applications.

· The judges will select up to three finalists in each category, who, in their opinion, best meet the criteria listed.

· A word limit has been set for each section/question and it is strongly recommended you keep your entry to the stated word count.

· Judges and Judging panels will comprise of industry experts, appointed for their extensive experience and knowledge.

Terms and Conditions:

· The closing date for receipt of entries is 5pm Friday 17th May 2013.
· Businesses can enter more than one category, but separate entry forms must be completed for each.

· By entering the Awards, you agree to be part of the publicity if you are a finalist in any category.

· The judges’ decisions are final 
Next Steps:

Complete the application form and return to us by email to info@penrithchamberoftrade.org.uk with any supporting information no later than 5pm on Friday 17th May 2012.
APPLICATION FORM:  LARGE BUSINESS OF THE YEAR (10+ employees), sponsored by Armstrong Watson
(Please note if you wish to apply for more than one category you will need to submit separate forms for each category)
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	CONTACT INFORMATION



	Name of Main Contact


	

	Phone Number


	

	Email


	

	Website


	


	1. About your business (50 words per section)
	

	What does your business do?


	

	Who are your customers? 
	

	
	

	2. Why you’re entering (50 words per section)

	What have you been most proud of achieving for your business in the last two years?
	

	What do you think sets you apart from your competition? 
	

	What do your customers say about you? 
	

	
	

	3. Training and development
	(50 words per section)

	What investment has been made in staff training and development in the last 2 years?
	

	How has this improved your business or working practice?


	

	What’s the most important lesson you’ve learned? 
	

	
	

	4. How do you help:  (50 words per section)

	The local economy?
	

	The people who live in, work in, or visit the Penrith area?
	

	The environment?
	


